TRACTATE 


Mo’ED QATAN 


Tractate Mo’ed Qatan deals with actions that are permitted or prohibited on the 
intermediate days of Passover and of the Festival of Tabernacles, the days of 
lesser sanctity between the full festival days that mark the beginning and the end 
of Passover and Tabernacles. The law makes special reference to farming and 
commerce, and then special problems involving burial of the dead on those days. 
The governing principles are (1) one may carry out an act of labor that prevents 
substantial loss, but only if the act is not onerous; and (2) that work that ought to 
have been done prior to the festival may not be left over to be done on the 
intermediate days. These may not be treated as ordinary work days, even though 
they also are not observed as festival days are, with the complete cessation of all 
labor except for cooking (as we shall see in the next chapter). Scripture knows 
prohibitions of labor for the opening and closing days of the specified festivals 
(Exod 12:16, Lev 23:7-8, Num 28:18, 25, 29:12-35). 


It follows that the intermediate days are observed in the Temple. The intermediate 
days require sacrifices designated for that occasion, so are differentiated from 
days that require merely everyday offerings in the Temple. But no explicit 
restrictions govern conduct on the intermediate days. The premise of the halakhah, 
that the intermediate days of the Festivals of Passover and Tabernacles are 
subjected to restrictions comparable to, though of lesser severity than, those for 
the opening and concluding Festival days themselves, requires explanation. 


The further premise that the Temple-rules pertain to conduct in the household is 
nowhere stated but everywhere forms the foundation of the halakhah. The Temple 
supplies the generative analogy for the household, its rules of sanctification and 
conditions of sanctity pertaining throughout the tents of Israel as much as, but in 
different relationship to, the conditions of consecration that define God’s abode in 
the Temple. The message of the halakhah is that God abides in Israel, meaning, 
within the walls of the household, as God abides in Israel’s Temple in Jerusalem. 


